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I. Basis of the report 



International application No. 

PCT/EP2003/009023 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:*" 
LJ the international application as originally filed 
the description: 

w 



as originally filed 



, filed with tiie letter of 



, filed with the demand 




the sequence listing part of the description; 
pages 
pages 
pages 




, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 
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□ 
□ 
□ 
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□ 
□ 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I — the description, pages 

I the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/fig 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability- 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



7-10, 13 



1-6, 11-12 



1-13 



1-13 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 

NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

This report makes reference to the following documents 
(D1-D4) : 



Dl: US 5599420 

D2: US 3255064 

D3: US 6303220 

D4: US 5685935 



1. Novelty - PCT Article 33(2) 

Dl (column 6, line 30 to column 1, line 9) discloses 
an embossed nonwoven fabric for cleaning applications, 
said fabric consisting of crimped, continuous filaments 
(fiber length of longer than 90 mm) . The filaments have 5 
to 15 crimps per inch. The filaments are sprayed with a 
binder and heated. The filament titer is not disclosed, 
but is probably between 1 and 150 dtex because this is a 
conventional titer for spun filaments. The filaments are 
bicomponent filaments that consist of polyolefin, 
polyester or polyamides. Dl (claims 1 to 14) also 
discloses the method of producing the nonwoven fabric: 
continuous filaments are spun, collected on a surface, 
sprayed with a binder and heated. The subject matter of 
claims 1-6 and 11-12 is therefore not novel over Dl. 
Fom PCT/IPEA/409 (BoxV) (Januaiy 1994) ■ 
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D2 (column 2, lines 32-50, column 6, line 73 to 
column 7, line 3) discloses a nonwoven fabric having 
continuous, crimped fibers, binder being applied to the 
nonwoven fabric. The fabric is then treated with head and 
embossed. The filaments have a titer between 1 and 3 
denier (table X) with 10 to 100 crimps per inch. The 
filaments are made of synthetic plastic, for example, 
polyester. The siibject matter of claims 1-6 and 11-12 is 
therefore not novel over D2 . 

2. Inveni:ive step - PCT Article 33(3) 

Dependent claims 7-l0 and 13 do not contain any 
features which, in combination with the features of any 
claim to which they refer, meet PCT requirements for 
inventive step. The reasons for this are as follows: 

The use of natural fibers, in particular wool, in 
such products is disclosed in D3 (column 6, line 2-12) . 
The subject matter of claims 7 and 8 therefore does not 
involve an inventive step. 

The fiber mixtures according to claims 9 and 10 are 
two of several obvious possibilities from which a person 
skilled in the art would select according to the 
circumstances in order to solve the stated problem. The • 
subject matter of claims 9 and 10 therefore does not 
involve an inventive step. 

The application of binder on the second side of the 
material web and subsequent heating is already known. 
These measures are disclosed in D4 (column 10, line 5-21) . 
The subject matter of claim 13 therefore does not involve 
an inventive step. 
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